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often seen on rye and blue-grass. The seeds affected by the fungus are several times as large as the natural ones. Cattle suffer most from ergot poisoning.
The absorption of the poison affects the blood-vessels, especially in the extremities, such as the ears, tail, and feet. There may also be some stimulation of the nervous system with spasms and extreme excitability. As the disease progresses, there is a loss of sensations and the blood supply to the ears, tail and feet is reduced to the extent that these appendages sometimes slough off. Ergot is often accused of bringing on abortion by contraction of the uterus. Such cases are rare.
The best treatment is to change the feed and apply local antiseptics to the affected parts. The animal should be given a big dose of black coffee. One or two quarts would not be too much. This will serve as an excellent stimulant. If the disease is well developed, the treatment is very tedious.
Water-hemlock
Water-hemlock is also called cowbane and poison-hemlock. It is without doubt one of the most poisonous plants. It is a hardy hollow-stemmed perennial 3 to 7 feet tall. It branches freely. Water-hemlock may be distinguished from wild parsnip by its white umbrella-like clusters of greenish-white flowers. The plant has a short thick fleshy root that resembles clusters of small sweet potatoes. Water-hemlock grows along wet roadsides, ditch banks, and other low moist places. It is very poisonous to cattle, sheep, and hogs. The poisonous parts of the plant are the young sprouts and the tuberous roots. When wet bottom land is plowed, the water-hemlock roots may be turned up and cows sometimes eat them.
The affected animal appears crazy with pain, rushes about, falls down, and rolls over and over. Cows sometimes bellow, froth at the mouth, grind their teeth, and try